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an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, rpecificsJJy: 



3. Q Claims Nos.:" * ' ' * " v ■- ~ y 
because they are cepestdeat claim* nod axe not drafted in accoroancc with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4<a); 



Boot II ObierralioDS where unity of invention ts bckmg ((^nUnuaticn of item 1 of first sheet) 



This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, aa follows; 
Please Sec Extra Sheet. ; 

I 



|~xj Afl all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable 
claims. 

2. As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justify ing an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 

of any additional fee. 1 

1 | As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this isuarnational search leportcovers 
only these claims for .which fi^ were jwd, speciikaUy claims Noa.: - 

r : •-..'».."?.: car .1. : i." *. L™** \ -* r iv b?/ tX* '. 

. >.'.** *• l.,»:f^T«> J 5. far-*; J' .i.^.^ .-.■.>.<, ** . .•»■*«> • - ■ ...,.» 

n No^fequireef iddhio by the applicant. Consequently > thus international search report b 

reat ncted... Ie> the invention, first mentioned in th e cUimi; it is covered by claims Nos.: • ' 

Remark on Protest Qjj The additional scajuh Yecs'were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

£x] " No protest, ac^mpan jed USc piym -.».?.« 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Irueraationai application No . 
PCT/US9G/06398 



BOX H. OBSERVATIONS WHERE UNITY Of 5 INVENTION WAS LACKING 
This ISA found multiple invention* at follows: 

Group I, claims l-o* and 34-39, drawn to a device and method for separating the liquid portion of blood from uie 
cellular components of blood. 

Group II. claim 7, drawn to a device for separating the liquid portion of blood from the cellular components of blood! 
Group III P claims 8-15, drawn to a deviee for separating the liqaid portion of blood from the cellular components of 
blood. 

Group IV, claims, 16-33 drawn to a devbe for separating the liquid portion of blood from the cellular components of 

blood. - v . : m 

Tho inventions listed as Groups I and (I do cot relate to a single inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because! 
under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: 'each 
gxnup contains a different device. The device in Croup I Includes a substrate that is not present in the device of Group 

n. 

The inventions listed as Croups 1 and III do not relate to a single inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, 
under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack ihe same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: each 
group contains a different device. The device in Croup ill includes a iccood porous separating matrix that is not present 
in the device of Croup I. 

The inventions listed as Croups I and IV do not relate to a single inventive concept under PCT Rule 13 .1 because, 
under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: each 
group contains a diiTetartt device. The limitations of the devioe in Group IV ana distinct from the limitations of the 
deviee in Group I. 

Thm inventions listed as Croups II and 10 do not relate to a single invective concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, 
under PCT Rule 13-2, they lack the umc or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: each 
group cents Lai a different device. The device of Croup III includes an additional porous separating matrix that is not 
present in the device of Group n. 

The inventions listed as Groups II and W do not relate to a single inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, 
under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: each 
group curtains a different device. The limitations of the device in Group IV are distinct from the limitations of the 
device to Group II. 

The inventions listed as Groups in and IV da not relate to a single inverulve concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, 
under PCT Rule 13. 2. they tack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: each 
group cents ins a different device. The limitations of the device in Croup IV are distinct tram the limitations of toe 
device in Group III. 
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